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The 2010 Cosumnes River College (CRC) ARCC report indicates substantial improvement in the Basic Skills and ESL 

improvement rates (1.5), Basic Skills course completion rates (1.6), and a trend of overall improvement in the fall-to-fall 

persistence rate (1.2).  The college is generally pleased with its performance in these areas, which is above average in 

the peer groups for these metrics. 

The college is analyzing the decreasing trend in the student progress and achievement rate; although this metric is 

affected by the inclusion of Folsom Lake College students in the cohorts and the fact that CRC offers many certificates of 

completion that are less than 18 units. This metric is also affected by the following factors, which combine to impede a 

student’s ability to obtain courses, and inhibit the timely completion of his/her educational goals:   

• Significant growth at the college (19% over the past two years);

• limited growth and/or reductions in FTE;

• the implementation of block scheduling; and 

• a fall 2008 student population with a 66% employment rate; 76% of whom work half-time or more.  

Despite a modest increase this year, CRC remains concerned about its vocational course completion rates, which are 

below the peer group average. Research has shown that this metric is particularly impacted by the inclusion of DR* 

students because CRC has a higher percentage of DR students compared with other colleges.  CRC anticipates that its 

CTE course completion rates will improve more significantly next year due to recent leadership changes, the infusion of 

federal grant dollars, the implementation of different class management strategies for online students, and enhanced 

professional development for CTE faculty.  Because the VTEA technical skill attainment core indicator indicates that 90% 

of students who have completed 12 units in vocational programs perform above the state average, the college is also 

focusing on interventions designed to particularly support the success of students in entry-level CTE courses.

In addition to the rapid growth described previously, CRC continues to experience demographic change.  The following 

data illustrate key aspects of CRC’s fall 2008 demographic profile: 

• 41% first-generation students;

• 50% living in households that were low income or below the poverty line;

• 34% between the ages of 18 and 20;  

• 35% African American, Latino or Native American students;

• 33% Asian/Pacific Islander students; 

• 22% non-English first-language students; over 90 first languages spoken by CRC students;

• 29% placement into basic skills writing; and 

• 36% placement into basic skills mathematics.

These demographic indicators, which will be closely monitored as the college responds to significant changes in its 

environment, provide an important context, imparting tremendous encouragement and inspiring our continued 

commitment to student success.  

* DR grades are assigned to students who drop between census and the last day to drop without notation
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