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The 2012 Cosumnes River College (CRC) ARCC report indicates substantive improvements in Student Progress and 

Achievement Rate, Percent of Students who Earned at Least 30 Units, Course Completion Rates for Credit Vocational 

and Basic Skills Courses, and Basic Skills Improvement Rate.  Overall the college is satisfied by its performance in these 

areas, which is above the peer group averages for all but one of the ARCC metrics.  

The college is particularly encouraged by the significant improvement in its Course Completion Rate for Credit Vocational 

Courses and is optimistic this outcome measure will continue to increase due to ongoing curriculum development, 

implementation of new teaching methodologies and the provision of in-class support to specific career and technical 

courses enrolling high numbers of basic skills students.  The college will continue to monitor this metric to ensure it is 

effectively supporting the success of students in these programs.  

These improvements are also reflected in local and supplemental college achievement data.  In particular, in 2010-2011:

• Average course success rates improved by approximately 2%;

• Average course success rates disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity and course level (Basic Skills, College level 

and Transfer level) showed similar increases across the different groups;

• The increase in average course success rates for male, African American, Native American, and Hispanic students 

exceeded the college-wide increase.

While still well above the statewide and peer group averages, the decreases in the college’s Persistence Rate and ESL 

Improvement Rate will be analyzed over time to ensure these decreases are not indicative of a trend. 

The meaning of the decreased Persistence Rate is difficult to ascertain, particularly since the college’s actual 

fall-to-spring persistence rate increased 2% in 2010-2011 compared to 2009-2010.  The decreased rate may reflect:  

• Course reductions made at the college, which resulted in a decrease of 614 students (3.9%) in Fall 2010, and   

• Increased numbers and percentages of CRC students who are continuing their education at in-state private schools, a 

trend the college is monitoring using the National Student Loan Clearinghouse dataset. 

The decrease in the ESL Improvement Rate can be attributed to a 5% reduction in the number of sections of basic skills 

ESL offered in Fall 2010 implemented due to budget constraints.  This reduction, due to the size and structure of the ESL 

program, resulted in a 50% decrease in the number of sections of one ESL basic skills course, essentially requiring 

students within this impacted program to enroll in subsequent courses at nearby institutions.   

CRC continues to serve an increasingly diverse student population, with no majority population and significant numbers of 

students who are first generation, low income or below poverty level, non-native English language speakers, and who are 

unprepared for college-level writing and mathematics.  These demographic indicators, which will be closely monitored as 

the college responds to significant changes in its environment, provide an important context, imparting tremendous 

encouragement and inspiring our continued commitment to student success.
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